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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY





2. BACKGROUND



The Rosebery to Summit Lake Rail Trail has been undesignated and multi use since

the rail line was pulled up in the 1980s.

Between 2000 and 2010, the RDCK initiated two rounds of public consultation. It

applied for, and then withdrew, an application for jurisdiction over the rail trail.

In 2015 local trail users released the Rosebery-Summit Lake Rail Trail Management

Plan Proposal.  Extensive consultation and an RDCK-funded survey of residents

indicated strong support for the largely non-motorized trail plan.  

Motorized Users strongly objected to this trail plan.

In September 2015 Rec Sites and Trails convened trail user groups to develop a plan

through a moderated process.

In November 2016 draft plan was agreed to by the planning group and submitted for

referral and review under  Section 57, of the Forest and Range Practices Act.             

Responses from government ministries, the RDCK, First Nations, stakeholder groups,

and several   members of the public were reviewed by RSTBC, and response

summaries were reviewed by the planning group.  

In December 2017, RSTBC approved a plan for a mostly non-motorized rail trail and a

motorized bypass framework, separating the two uses as recommended in the

FLNRORD Recreation Manual.  Establishment of a day-use recreation site at the

former Girl Guide camp was also approved.  

In 2018 and 2019, biodiversity impact and terrain stability assessments were

conducted and reviewed, various ministries, local authorities and other stakeholders

were consulted and, based upon conclusions and recommendations, the current

proposal was finalized. 

To summarize efforts to bring the rail trail under authorization:
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3. GUIDING PRINCIPLES



4. KEY OBJECTIVES OF 
TRAIL NETWORK



5. TRAIL ETIQUETTE & SAFETY



6. SUMMARY OF IDENTIFIED
PRESSURES ON TRAILS

6.1 BONANZA CORRIDOR AND WETLANDS
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 Adult toads are nocturnal and may 

Between March and May, adult

6.2 TOAD HABITAT
 

Summit Lake and area hosts a significant breeding population of western toads. The western toad is

internationally listed as Near Threatened by the World Conservation Union, federally listed as Special

Concern by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada and Yellow-listed by the

B.C. Conservation Data Centre. Substantial numbers of adult and juvenile toads (toadlets) are killed

by vehicle traffic every year on Highway 6 as they migrate to and from the lake. This has been

mitigated by the construction of curbing structures directing toads to a dedicated culvert under the

highway.

 

There are three main migrations as adults move to and from the lake for breeding and toadlets leave

the lake for upland habitat. Migration is intermittent, taking place primarily during warm, wet nights

for adult toads and following rain events for toadlets.  

 

Toad / human conflicts are to be

avoided and will be managed by 

closures defined by FLNRO biologists 

as follows:

 

     use the trail/ road bed to forage or 

     thermos-regulate from April to  

     October. A Dusk to Dawn closure 

     for vehicles and bicycles is 

     recommended.

 

     toads move down from upland terrestrial habitats to deposit eggs. Between April and June, adult

     move back into upland habitats once spawning has been completed. Late April to mid-June trail

     closure for Grizzly bears should also benefit toads.

Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Management Plan

Figure 7. Western Toad

Toadlets may concentrate on the trail or roadbed after emergence from the lake. Daytime closure

Trail signage will ensure that trail users understand trail sensitivities and best practices.  

     of the trail to all except foot traffic is likely to occur for a period of 2-3 weeks sometime from Mid

     July to late August. Because the timing varies annually local information should be used to

     determine timing. 

 

 



The rail trail and motorized bypass in most of the Bonanza corridor will be closed to all use,

motorized and non-motorized, from late April to mid June. This will be enforced by gate closures

and signage. 

Trail signage will ensure that trail users understand trail sensitivities and best practices.

6.3 GRIZZLY BEARS
 

Grizzly Bears forage in the Bonanza Creek area in the spring.  Bear / human conflicts are to be

avoided and will be managed by closures defined by FLNRO Biologists.  

 

To minimize disturbances to grizzly bears during spring foraging and also because of the high risk of

bear encounters, spring recreational use of much of the Bonanze Creek corridor should be limited as

follows:
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6.4 TRAIL DAMAGE AND EROSION
 

Bike tires, ATV tires and other human uses can cause trail damage and erosion.  Trail users will be

responsible for avoiding damage, identifying damage when it occurs and ensuring that trail

managers are made aware of damage.  Trail signage will ensure that trail users understand trail

sensitivities and best practices.  Trails have been located and designated specifically to avoid

erosion and trail damage.

Figure 8. Trail maintenance required
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6.5 FIRE HAZARD
 

Some of the managed trail network is located within the wildland urban interface – where the

residences are adjacent to the forest.  This interface area is particularly sensitive to fire that either

starts on private land and spreads to the forest or forest fires threatening private homes and public

buildings and utilities.  The potential risk of fires initiating on the trail and threatening adjacent

homes is very serious.  Trail signage will ensure that trail users understand the risks of fires.  In

addition, trails may be closed in the event of risk ratings of extreme fire danger by the appropriate

government agency. 

Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Management Plan

Invasive Species that can be introduced via clothing, pets, tires, etc;

Security and trespass including livestock gates, harassment of livestock, privacy, vandalism and

biosecurity; and

Erosion and drainage issues including contamination, dust, and altered drainage patterns.

6.6 AGRICULTURAL AND PRIVATE LAND
 

Portions of managed trail network are located within the Agricultural Land Reserve as well as

adjacent to private land.  These areas are particularly sensitive with regards to:

 

 

 

 

RSTBC along with the agreement holders will work towards addressing concerns expressed by the

ALC (as expressed above) and will increase that diligence as capacity grows through grant funding

and RSTBC commitments.  

 

RSTBC along with the agreement holders have every intention to work with property owners within

the ALR to accommodate their legal and authorized rights to agriculture and use of Crown Land.



7. TRAIL MAINTENANCE &
MONITORING



 

8. TRAIL SIGNAGE



9. THE CONSULTATION PROCESS

9.1 CONSULTATION TO DATE
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Date Activity Comment

Topic Number of Responses

Number of Respondents 46

Concerned about wildlife in general 10

Concerned about water 2

Concerned about toads and their habitat 35

Concerned about archeological and cultural values 7

Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Management Plan

Figure 11. Summary of Referral Results

Trail Authorization Recreation Sites and Trails grants

authorization for the Trail Network

Public release of trail

management plan

9.2 CONSULTATION RESULTS
 

The following table is a summary of written feedback received through referral process in April 2017:

 

March 2019 Planning Group Meeting Meet with key land managers,

conservation organizations and

adjacent landowners to share the

draft Trail Management Plan and

seek input on outstanding issues

June 2018 to 

July 2019

Biodiversity and Terrain

Stability Assessments

Local qualified professionals

conduct biodiversity and terrain

stability assessments of the

proposed trail network. Important

refinements follow and lead to

current proposal

January 2020

 
 

A detailed summary of referral responses is attached in Section 12.2.

 



10. TRAIL DESIGNATION AND USE
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Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Management Plan

The Girl Guide Camp will be designated as a day-use Recreation Site and may also be under a

management agreement between RDCK and FLNRO. The longest section of the rail trail runs north

from the Girl Guide Camp through the Bonanza Creek corridor and along the eastern shore of

Summit Lake to Island View / Ruby Range Rd. It will have a non-motorized designation and be

managed by a new society with board representation from existing user and interest groups and the

public.

 

The short section of the rail trail from Island View Road to the boundary of RDCK Electoral Areas H

and K will be multi-use including motorized, consistent with the Nakusp-Summit Lake Trail which is

managed by the Nakusp and Area Community Trails Society. This will enable motorized access to the

Bonanza ATV bypass trail from the north.

Figure 13. Island View Rd north
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Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Management Plan

The motorized bypass trail – the Bonanza ATV Trail – links the existing Shannon/Bonanza Creek Forest

Service Roads (FSRs) in Hills with the Summit FSR, Ruby Range Road, and Nakusp-Summit Lake Trail to

the north.  This by-pass route uses a combination of existing roads, existing Summit Lake Ski Area

cross-country ski trails, proposed new FSR to be constructed in 2020, existing trails that need to be

brushed out and a short section of new trail. The Slocan and Arrow Lakes ATV clubs will manage this

trail.  The Summit Lake Ski Hill and the Arrow Lakes and Slocan Lake ATV Clubs will manage the

section of trail that utilizes the existing cross Country ski trails.

 

The bypass route also includes a section of trail that goes southeast of the community of Hills to Slide

Road and Ranch Ridge Road using a combination of existing road, existing trails and new trails. The

Slocan and Arrow Lakes ATV clubs will manage this section of trail.  

Figure 14. Bonanza Creek bypass route
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Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Management Plan

Trail Section

Number

Trail Section Name Comment

1 Rosebery to Girl Guide

Camp

Existing Rail Trail

 

Existing rail trail, 5 m wide

Potential to become extension of

the Galena Trail managed under

agreement with RDCK/RSTBC

Non motorized use

This trail has heritage value 

2 Girl Guide Camp

Existing Rail Trail

10.1 EXISTING RAIL TRAIL
 
The existing rail trail has the following sections. Refer to the trail segment map for location of

each of the following trail segments:

Proposed day-use Recreation Site

Potential management by RDCK

under agreement with FLNRORD

This trail and facility have heritage

value

Site Plan will be developed

following trail designation

Figure 15. Existing Rail Trail Description (South to North)

Length 

(Kms)

Existing rail trail, 5 m wide

Non motorized, all season use

To be managed in accordance with

guidelines for Western Toads and

grizzly bears determined by

FLNRORD biologists.

This trail has heritage value 

Girl Guide Camp to

Island View Road 

Existing Rail Trail

 

3

Existing rail trail, 5 m wide

To be managed consistent with

existing Nakusp-Summit Lake Trail

section

To be managed in accordance

with guidelines for Western Toads

and grizzly bears determined by

FLNRO biologists

Island View Road to 

North Boundary of 

Area H

Existing Rail Trail

 

 

4

7.7

0.3

18

1.7

https://www.dropbox.com/personal/cathro%20consulting/hills/2020%20Trails%20Management%20Plan/Maps?preview=TrailBreaks.pdf
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5 Ruby Range Rd to 

Summit FSR to Summit

Lake Ski Hill Cross

Country Trails

 

Bonanza ATV Bypass

Trail

 

 

 

Uses Ruby Range Road and Island

View Road, under individual ATV

use permits from RCMP

Crosses Highway 6

Multi use,  motorized

To be managed in accordance

with guidelines for Western Toads

and grizzly bears determined by

FLNRORD biologists

6 Summit Lake Ski Hill 

Cross Country Trails to

Bonanza FSR

 

Bonanza ATV Bypass

Trail

 

7 Proposed New Bonanza

FSR (BCTS)

Bonanza ATV By-pass

Trail

 

 

 

10.2 ATV BYPASS TRAIL
 
The ATV Bypass trail has the following sections. 

Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Management Plan

Crosses through Summit Lake Ski

Hill 

Multi use, motorized. Built to ATV

standards

No winter motorized use

Includes existing cross country

trails

Includes new construction above

the ski hill and on to Bonanza FSR

To be managed as a multi use

trail in accordance with

guidelines for Western Toads and

grizzly bears determined by

FLNRORD biologists

New FSR to be built by BCTS in

2020

Multi use, motorized

To be managed in accordance

with guidelines for Western Toads

and grizzly bears determined by

FLNRORD biologists

Figure 16. Existing ATV Bypass Trail Description (North to South)

Trail Section

Number

Trail Section Name CommentLength 

(Kms)

5.7

3.1

2.2
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9 Shannon Creek FSR to

Hwy 6 and Pete’s

Road

Bonanza ATV By-pass

Trail

 

Uses Bonanza Road under

individual ATV use permits from

RCMP

Multi use, motorized

Crosses Highway 6

10 Pete’s Road to Slide

Road

Bonanza ATV By-pass

Trail

 

Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Management Plan

Includes built trail and new

construction

Multi use, motorized, built to ATV

standards

Important ungulate winter range,

no winter use.

8 Bonanza /Shannon

FSR

Bonanza ATV By-pass

Trail

 

Existing FSR Road

Multi use, motorized

To be managed in accordance

with guidelines for Western Toads

and grizzly bears determined by

FLNRO biologists

Trail Section

Number

Trail Section Name CommentLength 

(Kms)

7.9

1.5

2.9

11 Slide Road to Ranch

Ridge

Bonanza ATV By-pass

Trail

 

Includes built FSR and new

construction

Multi use, motorized, built to ATV

standards

Important ungulate winter range,  

no winter use

5



 
 

11. TRAIL PLANNING,
CONSTRUCTION AND
MAINTENANCE

 
 
 



12. APPENDICES

12.1 TRAIL NETWORK MAP

https://www.dropbox.com/personal/cathro%20consulting/hills/2020%20Trails%20Management%20Plan/Maps?preview=KioskMap_RoseberySummitLake+v14.pdf


12.2 SUMMARY OF REFERRAL FEEDBACK



12.3 LINKS TO BIODIVERSITY ASSESSMENTS

12.4 LINKS TO TERRAIN STABILITY ASSESSMENTS

https://www.dropbox.com/personal/cathro%20consulting/hills/2020%20Trails%20Management%20Plan/Assessments?preview=Bonanza_Trail+EA_10_Oct_2018+reduced.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/personal/cathro%20consulting/hills/2020%20Trails%20Management%20Plan/Assessments?preview=Bonanza_Trail+EA_Addendum_NOV2018.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/personal/cathro%20consulting/hills/2020%20Trails%20Management%20Plan/Assessments?preview=Bonanza+Trails+Phase+3.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/personal/cathro%20consulting/hills/2020%20Trails%20Management%20Plan/Assessments?preview=18-1431_Bonanza+Creek+Red+Trails_Field+summary_Sept+12-2018.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/personal/cathro%20consulting/hills/2020%20Trails%20Management%20Plan/Assessments?preview=19-1431_BC_Recs-Trails_Summit+Lake+Trails_AddendumPkg_2019-Sept30_signed.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/personal/cathro%20consulting/hills/2020%20Trails%20Management%20Plan/Assessments?preview=MOF+Bonanza+Ck+Bridges+-+Crossing+Options+20181017_combined+pdf.pdf



